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PARENT GUIDE

Advent is the perfect time to reorient and refocus your family's attention on Christ. One
activity that has been helpful for many Christian families is “The Jesse Tree.” We hope you and
your children will join in on this tradition to mark the days leading to Christmas. To begin,

download the “Jesse Tree Ornaments” page and spend time coloring them together.

Then, decide where you will hang the ornaments. Some families add them to their family’s
Christmas tree. Others choose to use a separate small tree (either purchased or made from

small sticks and limbs from your backyard).

Each ornament coincides with a day in Advent, so once you have finished coloring, place the
ornaments in an envelope for safe-keeping. You will add a new ornament to the tree each day.
This year the process begins on Sunday, November 28th, the first day of Advent. Finally, use
the corresponding Advent Calendar (also downloadable) to read that day's Scripture passage

and discuss the questions.

The Jesse Tree has become a popular family tradition among Christians because it connects
the Christmas tree with God's Old Testament plan to send Jesus, the King, to rescue His
people from their sin. The Jesse Tree is based on Isaiah 11:1-16, where the Lord promises to

bring forth our Savior from the kingly line of David (or David's father, Jesse).

We believe practices like the Jesse Tree and the Advent Calendar reinforce God's truth and
provide a deeper understanding of why Christians celebrate Christmas. May the Lord bless

you as you faithfully lead your families in worshipping King Jesus this December.
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