


I AM: PART 2 - UNIT 4

We continue this month with the | AM series. Our lessons will focus on the iconic “I Am” sayings of
Jesus. By stating “l Am..." Jesus was claiming to be God. Many of Jesus’ statements we discuss this
month focus on heaven and the eternal life Jesus offers. We will continue to focus on our memory verse
for this series, Exodus 3:14 (ICB) — “Then God said to Moses, ‘1| AM WHO | AM. When you go to the people
of Israel, tell them, “I AM sent me to you.™

LESSON MATERIALS: Puzzle Piece (1 per class), Pool Noodle (1 cut in half), Cross Activity Page
(1 per child on card stock), Ribbon (1 -12" strand per child), Hole Punch (1 per class),
Scissors, Markers or Crayons

LESSON MATERIALS: Puzzle Piece (1 per class), Black or Dark Brown Construction Paper (40 pieces per
class), Light Bulb Activity Page (6 per class), Dark to Light Activity Page (1 per child),
Markers or Crayons

LESSON MATERIALS: Puzzle Piece (1 per class), Plant or The Vine Activity Page (1 per class),
Large Popsicle Sticks (1 per child), Green Pipe Cleaners (3 per child), Leaf Cutouts Activity Page
(3 leaves per child), Liquid Glue, Crayons or Markers

LESSON MATERIALS: Puzzle Piece (1 per class), Greek Alphabet Activity Page (1 per class), Alpha and
Omega Activity Page (1 per child), Markers or Crayons
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BIBLE PASSAGE
John 11:25-26 (ICB)

BIG IDEA
God sent Jesus to be our Resurrection and Life.

FOCUS VERSE
“Then God said to Moses, ‘| AM WHO | AM. When you go to the people of Israel,
tell them, “I AM sent me to you.”” Exodus 3:14 (ICB)

LESSON MATERIALS
| Puzzle Piece | Pool Noodle | Cross Activity Page | Ribbon | Hole Punch | Scissors |
Markers or Crayons |

Connection questions to ask as the children arrive:
- Tell me about a time when you did something brave.
- Which superpower would you rather have: the ability to fly or the ability to talk to animals? Why?

A great song to use throughout this unit is “l Am” by Eddie James (found on YouTube). You can play it as
the kids enter the classroom each week or during your worship segment. You'll be surprised how many I
Am" statements the kids will sing throughout the week.

Most kids love to worship by singing and dancing for God. If you incorporate songs with actions, have a
couple of your kids who regularly attend help lead the words and motions.

Pray to start your lesson.

SAMPLE PRAYER: “God, help us grow in knowing You. We cannot learn on our own. We need You to help us
understand. So, teach us to know You better. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

MATERIALS: | Puzzle Piece |
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BACKGROUND: Say, “This month, we are continuing our / Am series. These ‘1| Am’ statements of Jesus
are so important! If you remember, so far, we have learned that Jesus is the Good Shepherd, the Door, the
Bread of Life, and the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Jesus taught us some incredible truths about Himself,
and we will learn even more about Him this month! Who is ready?” Post the next puzzle piece.

TRANSITION: Say, “I have good news! It is time to play a game!”

MATERIALS: | Pool Noodle (1cut in half) |

Say, “Today, we are going to play a special game of tag called Life Tag! | will explain how this game of tag
works in just a moment, but first, who wants to be a tagger? | need two volunteers!”

GAME GOAL: To tag everyone in the class until everyone is in one long chain.

HOW TO PLAY:

- Designate two children to be “life taggers.” Give each child half of the pool noodle and have them
join hands. They will use the pool noodles to tag their classmates. The taggers must remain
“attached” throughout the game.

- Everyone else will run around trying not to get tagged.

- If a child is tagged, they become part of the chain by holding hands with the person who tagged
them. The tagger will give the noodle piece to the newly tagged child, who becomes a new tagger
on the end of the chain.

- Play until the last child is part of the chain.

TRANSITION: Say, “Great job playing our new game: Life Tag! Like our ‘life taggers, Jesus comes to bring
us life. Sometimes we do not recognize His love and goodness, so we run from it. I'm so glad Jesus made
me apart of His family, though. Now let’s learn from God’s Word so we can discover how to join Jesus in
sharing the good news of who He is with those around us!”

Say, “Before Jesus was crucified [killed], He made a BIG statement. He claimed that He was the
resurrection [the One who comes back to life] and the life. This was hard for people to believe, but Jesus
doesn't just tell us who He is; He shows us! Let's talk about what Jesus does to prove He really is the
resurrection and the life.” Read John 11:25-26 (ICB).

Say, “Jesus said He is the Resurrection and the Life! This means that God sent Jesus to be our
Resurrection and Life.”
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Ask, “Why do you think Jesus needed to tell us that He is the resurrection and life? [Wait for responses.]
Jesus said His big 'l Am’ statement— “I am the resurrection and the life"—before He was crucified.
Jesus knew He was going to die, but He also knew that was not His end. He would rise from the dead!
After Jesus died, His body was laid in a tomb [or grave] for three whole days, but then He came back to
life [resurrected]! Death has no power over Jesus, and death has no power over us either [Romans 6:9]!
Because God sent Jesus to be our resurrection and life, we can have life forever in Him.”

TRANSITION: Say, “l am so thankful that God sent Jesus to be our Resurrection and Life.”

Say, “Let’s see what you remember about today’s story.”

1. What did God send Jesus to be?
Response: God sent Jesus to be our Resurrection and Life.

2. How does Jesus show us that He is the Resurrection and the Life?
Response: He shows us that He is the resurrection and the life by rising from the dead! Jesus
is alive right now!

3. What two things did Jesus conquer with His death and resurrection?
Response: Jesus conquered death (and offers us eternal life), and He conquered sin. From
the moment sin entered the world (through Adam and Eve), it separated every person from
our perfectly holy God. However, when Jesus died on the Cross, He took on our sin and paid
for all of it. Only Jesus could do this because only He is God. When He rose from the dead,
Christ destroyed the hold of sin. Now, when we believe in Him and accept Him as our Savior,
He conquers our sin too!

4. The ‘Il Am’ statements were shocking and made people furious. Why did Jesus say these words

knowing He would make them angry?

Response: Jesus had to tell the truth that He is God. He came to set people free from sin and
give them life. However, that freedom is only possible if people believe He is God.

5. Have you ever thanked Jesus for dying for your sins so you could have life?
Response: Answers will vary. (Practice thanking Jesus with your class.)

6. What do we learn about Jesus in this teaching?
Response: Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life, God sent Jesus to be our Resurrection
and Life, Jesus gave up His life so we could live forever, Jesus wants us to believe in Him,
Jesus speaks the truth, etc.

TRANSITION: Say, “Remember, God sent Jesus to be our Resurrection and Life."

MATERIALS: | Cross Activity Page (1 per child) | Ribbon (1 -12” strand per child) | Hole Punch (1 per
class) | Scissors | Markers or Crayons |
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Say, “With today'’s activity, we will be reminding ourselves that Jesus is the resurrection and the life. Jesus
didn't just say that He was the resurrection and the life; He became it! Jesus died and rose from the grave
to pay the price for our sins and give us life forever. To make sure we do not forget this important ‘I Am’
statement, we will make door hangers that each of you can hang on your bedroom doors at home!”

INSTRUCTIONS:
- Give each child a Cross Activity Page, a piece of ribbon, a pair of scissors, and markers or crayons.
- First, instruct the children to color their Cross Activity page. Once it is colored, have them cut out
their crosses.
- Then, punch a hole in the top of each cross. Finally, have each child string their ribbon through
the hole and tie the ends together to create a loop that will fit around a door handle.

TRANSITION: Say, “Great job! Remember, God sent Jesus to be our Resurrection and Life, and we get to
experience His resurrection and eternal life forever!”

Say, “We have the most exciting verse this month because we get to talk about God’s most amazing love!
The great ‘I AM’ came to die for us so that we could have life! This is the same verse we were working on
last week! Who remembers the words?”

CHALLENGE: This is the fifth week your class will be memorizing this verse. Emphasize the importance
of God sending His Son - the great | AM. Go through all of the ‘I AM’ statements you have covered so

far, and ask the children which statement means the most to them today. (Quick reference: We have
covered Jesus as the Good Shepherd; the Door; the Bread of Life; the Way, the Truth, and the Life; and the
Resurrection and the Life.)

Say, “God sent Jesus to be our Resurrection and Life. Jesus loves us so much. In fact, He loved us so
much that He willingly died on the cross and rose again to conquer sin and give us life forever! Isn't that
amazing! God does love us! Let's take some time to tell our Heavenly Father how much we love Him
because God sent Jesus to be our Resurrection and Life.”

SAMPLE PRAYER: “God, thank You for sending, Jesus, to bring us life! The more we learn about Your plans
for us, the more we love You. Now, help us go out and share that love with others.”
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If you have extra time, replay Life Tag or use the time for more in-depth discussion. For example, have
everyone sit in a circle and consider this question: “How did this lesson change your view of who Jesus
is?” Be sure to give out a new monthly parent guide today (even though this is technically the same unit).
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Puzzle Piece
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BIBLE PASSAGE
John 12:35-36 and 8:12 (ICB)

BIG IDEA
God sent Jesus to be the Light of the world.

FOCUS VERSE
“Then God said to Moses, ‘| AM WHO | AM. When you go to the people of Israel,
tell them, “I AM sent me to you.”” Exodus 3:14 (ICB)

LESSON MATERIALS
| Puzzle Piece | Black or Dark Brown Construction Paper | Light Bulb Activity Page | Dark to Light
Activity Page | Markers or Crayons |

Connection questions to ask as the children arrive:
- What would life be like if we didn't have electricity to give us light?
- Do you prefer it when the days are long (in the summer) or when they are short (in the winter)?
Why?

Why do we worship? We worship because God deserves it. That is it. We can worship Him for the gifts He
gives or the things He does for us, and that's good. But most importantly, we worship Him because He

is God. Before you sing, take a few moments and speak words of praise to God. Praise Him for who He
is: “Lord, there is no god like you. There are no works like yours. Lord, all the nations you have made will
come and worship you. They will honor you. You are great, and you do miracles. Only you are God” (Psalm
86:8-10).

Before beginning the lesson, pray with your kids!

SAMPLE PRAYER: “God, we worship and honor You with our time! Help us listen well and learn from the best
teacher in the world—YOU! Bless this time, in Jesus’ name, Amen.”
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MATERIALS: | Puzzle Piece |

BACKGROUND: Say, “We have been learning about some of Jesus’ BIGGEST and most important
statements! Who remembers what we call those statements? [Wait for responses.] Right! They are Jesus'’
‘I Am’ statements, and He used them to teach that He is God! Today, we will continue with our / Am series!
Are you ready to hear Jesus tell us another ‘| Am’ statement? [Wait for responses.] Me too! Let’s put up
the puzzle piece.” Have child hang this weeks puzzle piece on the wall.

TRANSITION: Say, “Before we read our story, let's play a game!”

MATERIALS: | Black or Dark Brown Construction Paper (40 pieces per class) | Light Bulb Activity Page
(about 6 per class) |

Say, “The game we will be playing is called Path of Light! You will need to work as a class to discover the
‘path of light!" Do you think you can find it?”

GAME GOAL: To take turns choosing different squares to reveal the path of light.

HOW TO PLAY:
- Begin with the construction paper pieces on the floor in a five by eight rectangle and the light bulbs
under some construction paper pieces to make a “path of light.”
- Recommended “path of light:”

XXX XXX
X[ X [X[X
XX XX
X XX
XX XXX |X

- Gather everyone around the game board and have the kids take turns guessing which pieces of
construction paper are hiding the light bulbs. (The class will be working together to reveal the
path as they correctly guess the location of the light bulbs.)

- Each time a correct guess is made, lift up the paper and place the light bulb on top of that piece
of paper. If there is an incorrect guess, the papers do not get moved.

- The process continues until the entire “path of light” is revealed.

MODIFICATION: Create your own “path of light.”
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TRANSITION: Say, “Was it hard to find the ‘path of light'? Why or why not? Today, we will be reading about
who the most special Light is!”

Say, “In today'’s Bible passage, Jesus teaches that He is our most special light! In fact, God sent Jesus to
be the light of the world! While we are reading, make sure you remember that every time Jesus uses the
word ‘light, He is talking about Himself. Let's read it together!” Read John 12:35-36 (ICB).

Read John 8:12 (ICB).

Say, “God sent Jesus to be the Light of the world!”

Ask, “How is Jesus the Light of the world? [Wait for responses.] Jesus is the Light we all need. As ‘the
Light, He shows us the truth [because He is the Truth]. He guides our lives [because He is the Way]. He
shows us how to be rescued from death [because He is the Resurrection and the Life]. Aren't you grateful
God sent Jesus to be the Light of the world? | am!

“Our world is dark because many people don't know Jesus is the light. Bad things happen—people die,
people do bad things and are hateful. But Jesus brings light into all the dark places! He has been doing
that ever since He arrived. Jesus helps us do good things and be kind; He teaches us how to love as God
loves. Jesus is the light of the world! And, these are only some of the reasons why God sent Jesus to be
the Light of the world!”

TRANSITION: Say, “I| am so thankful that God sent Jesus to be the Light of the world for us!”

Say, “Let’s see what you can remember about today’s story.”

1. What did God send Jesus to be?
Response: God sent Jesus to be the Light of the world.

2. How does Jesus bring Light to the world?
Response: Jesus brings light to a dark world by offering salvation from spiritual death and
giving life eternal instead of physical death. He also lights our way by showing us how to love
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Him and others. Jesus brightens up the darkness with His light!

3. What do you think Jesus meant when He told His disciples they could become “sons of Light"?
Response: When we follow Jesus, we become God’s children too! The more we grow in
knowing and loving Jesus, the more of His light we have, and that light will give others hope
and can lead them to Jesus, so they become “sons [children] of light” too!

4. Does Jesus have any darkness in Him?
Response: Jesus has no darkness in Him. The Bible says that “God is light, and in Him is no
darkness at all.” (1 John 1:5)

5. Have you ever thought of Jesus as a light? Why or why not?
Response: Answers will vary.

6. What do we learn about Jesus in this teaching?

Response: Jesus is the Light of the world, God sent Jesus to be the Light of the world.
Jesus does not have any darkness in Him, Jesus came into the world to bring light, Jesus
helps you walk in the light, etc.

TRANSITION: Say, “Remember, God sent Jesus to be the Light of the world for us!”

MATERIALS: | Dark to Light Activity Page (1 per child) | Markers or Crayons |

Say, “The craft we will be working on will remind us that Jesus is the light of the world! He brings light to
all the darkness!”

INSTRUCTIONS:
- Give every person a Dark to Light Activity Page and markers or crayons.
- Instruct the children to color the left half of the earth with dark colors symbolizing the world in
darkness. Then, tell the kids to color the right half with bright colors to represent the light Jesus
brings!

TRANSITION: Say, “Great job! Remember, God sent Jesus to be the Light of the world, and we get to see
His light. Then, He makes us lights too! How does it make you feel to know that you can be the light of
Jesus to others?”

Say, “It is memory verse time! Who likes to memorize verses? | think we can have a lot of fun remembering
Scripture! Let's practice the memory verse that reminds us that God is | AM!”
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CHALLENGE: Using card stock, write each word of the verse in large letters. Then, cut the words out so
that each word is on a different piece of paper. When you say “go,” have the children move the words
into the correct order. If you have a large class, make several copies of the verse and divide the kids into
groups of 3-4 to accomplish the task.

Say, “God sent Jesus to be the Light of the world. He shines brighter than anything or anyone else! You
will never be in darkness when you have Jesus because God sent Jesus to be the Light of the world. Let’s

pray!”

SAMPLE PRAYER: “God, thank You for sending Light into the world! Jesus is the most beautiful Light we
could have. Thank You for sending us exactly what we need. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

Take advantage of every moment you have with the children! Replay Path of Light or continue working on
the memory verse. If you have a class full of curious children, periodically give them a time when they can
ask you anything about God or the Bible. And remember, if you don’t know the answer to their questions, it
is OK to say, “l don't know,” and then find the answer together.
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Puzzle Piece



Dark to Light Activity Page



Light Bulb Activity Page
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BIBLE PASSAGE
John 15:5-11 (ICB)

BIG IDEA
God sent Jesus to be our Vine.

FOCUS VERSE
“Then God said to Moses, ‘| AM WHO | AM. When you go to the people of Israel,
tell them, “I AM sent me to you.”” Exodus 3:14 (ICB)

LESSON MATERIALS
| Puzzle Piece | Plant or The Vine Activity Page (Optional) | Large Popsicles Sticks | Green Pipe
Cleaners | Leaf Cutouts Activity Page | Liquid Glue | Crayons of Markers |

Connection questions to ask as the children arrive:
- Have you ever planted a seed? If so, did it grow? Tell me about it.
- What is your favorite vegetable? What is your least favorite vegetable?

Psalm 150 (ICB) gives a beautiful outline of many ways we can worship God: “Praise the Lord! Praise
God in his Temple. Praise him in his mighty heaven. Praise him for his strength. Praise him for his
greatness. Praise him with trumpet blasts. Praise him with harps and lyres. Praise him with tambourines
and dancing. Praise him with stringed instruments and flutes. Praise him with loud cymbals. Praise him
with crashing cymbals. Let everything that breathes praise the Lord. Praise the Lord!” Choose one of the
worship methods listed in Psalm 150 and practice it together. If your class does not have instruments,
discuss ways to worship with our bodies (dancing, kneeling, raising our hands, clapping our hands, etc.).

Pray to open your lesson.

SAMPLE PRAYER: “God, we praise You for how wonderful You are! Only You deserve our worship, our prayers,
and our devotion. Give us hearts of wonder and amazement as we learn about You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
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MATERIALS: | Puzzle Piece |

BACKGROUND: Say, “We only have two more lessons about Jesus’ I AM sayings! Who can tell me about
some of the ‘I Am’ sayings we have learned so far? [Wait for responses.] Right! We learned how Jesus is
the Good Shepherd, the Door, the Bread of Life, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, the Resurrection and the
Life, and the Light of the world! Whew! We have learned a lot. Which one of those sayings do you like the
best? | am grateful God sent Jesus to be everything we need! Who would like to put up this week'’s puzzle
piece?” Allow a child to hang the puzzle piece on the wall.

TRANSITION: Say, “Let’s get ready to hear today’s big ‘| Am' statement by playing a game!”

Say, “The game we will be playing today is called Human Knot! When something is in a knot, what do you
do to fix it? [Wait for responses.] Right! You untangle it. The trick with this game, though, is that you have
to stay connected the entire time! Let me explain.”

GAME GOAL: To untangle a human knot without releasing hands.

HOW TO PLAY:

- Have your class stand in a circle facing one another. (If you have less than five children, the
teacher or volunteers will need to join in to make a large enough group.)

- When everyone is in place, instruct each individual to reach their left hand across the circle
and take someone’s hand. Then, have each person reach across the circle with their right hand
and take someone else’s hand. (Avoid having people hold hands with the person next to them.)

- Once everyone’s hands are connected, and a human knot is formed, begin to untangle without
disconnecting hands.

- The children can rotate, move, climb over, or slide under one another to untangle their arms as long
as no one releases hands! If the knot “breaks,” the game starts over with a new human knot!

- Play as time allows.

MODIFICATION: If this game proves too challenging, give the kids specific suggestions to help them
untangle the human knot.

TRANSITION: Say, “Great job playing Human Knot! Were you able to stay connected the whole time and
untangle yourselves? [Wait for responses.] Well, Jesus’ ‘I Am’ statement is all about staying connected
too, but He wants us to stay connected to Him. Let's read it."
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MATERIALS: | Plant or The Vine Activity Page (1 per class) |

Say, “Today, we will learn about Jesus' seventh ‘I Am’ saying. It is the last ‘| Am' statement Jesus made
before He died, rose again, and ascended to heaven, so let’s pay close attention.” Read John 15:5-11
(ICB).

Say, “Jesus said He is the Vine! Isn't it interesting that God sent Jesus to be our Vine? But Jesus also
said something about us! He said, ‘| am the vine, and YOU are the branches.”

Ask, “Why do we need to stay connected to Jesus, the Vine? [Wait for responses.] Let’s think about
plants! If you are growing a plant or vine in your backyard, but you pluck one of the branches off, what
will happen to that branch? [Wait for responses.] Right! It will die because it isn't connected to the vine
[or stem]. A branch cannot live or grow, create flowers or fruit without being connected to the rest of

the plant, can it? It is the same way with us! Jesus is the Vine. He gives us life, enables us to grow, and
produce fruit [or do good things for Him]. If we stay connected to Jesus, He says we will produce ‘fruit’
and always have life! Isn’t that great news? Jesus asks us to say ‘Yes' to being His disciple, which means
we will stay close to Him, learn more about Him, talk to Him, get to know Him, and obey Him. When we
do that, He gives us a purpose-a reason for living! We get to make a difference in His Kingdom! God sent
Jesus to be our Vine!”
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TRANSITION: Say, “Stay connected to the Vine, and over time, you will increasingly act, sound, and become
more like Jesus! This is why God sent Jesus to be our Vine!”

Say, “Let’s see what you can remember about today’s ‘| Am’ statement: ‘| am the Vine."”

1. What did God send Jesus to be?
Response: God sent Jesus to be our vine.

2. What happens if we do not stay connected to Jesus, the Vine?
Response: We will not grow in our relationship with Jesus. We will not become more like
Him either.

3. What are the two ways Jesus said He stays connected to His Father? (See v. 10.)
Response: Jesus said He obeys His Father, and He remains in His love. (Note the connection
between obedience and love. Read John 14:15.)

4. Why do you think Jesus calls us the branches?
Response: Answers will vary. However, continue to point the kids back to the importance of
staying connected to Jesus for salvation, eternal life, growth in Christ, etc.

5. What are some ways we can stay connected to Jesus, the Vine?
Response: We can stay connected to Jesus by reading our Bible, loving Him, praying, obeying
Him, etc.

6. What do we learn about Jesus in this teaching?
Response: Jesus is the true Vine, God sent Jesus to be our Vine, Jesus wants us to remain
in Him and His love, Jesus loves us as the Father loves us, Jesus was sent to model for us
how to be connected, etc.

TRANSITION: Say, “Remember, God sent Jesus to be our Vine. Let’s stay connected to Him!”

MATERIALS: | Large Popsicle Sticks (1 per child) | Green Pipe Cleaners (3 per child) | | Leaf Cutouts
Activity Page (3 leaves per child) | Liquid Glue | Crayons or Markers |

Say, “One great way to remember what Jesus taught is to do an activity or a craft about what we are
learning. Let's see if we can make something that will help us remember our story so we can share it with
someone else!”

INSTRUCTIONS:

- Give every person 3 pipe cleaners and one large popsicle stick.

- Using the popsicle stick as the vine, instruct everyone to write “l am the Vine” on one or both
sides of the popsicle stick with a marker.

- Help the kids bend the green pipe cleaners around the popsicle stick to make the craft look like
branches connected to a vine.

- After the kids have finished the vine and branches, give each child a Leaf Cutouts Activity Page.
Have them color the leaves and then cut them out.

- Help the children glue the leaves onto the branches.
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- After the kids have attached the leaves to the branches, ask them to use their craft to explain to a
partner today’s ‘I Am’ lesson. (Each child can slide the “branches” off and on their vine to show
what it is like to be connected and disconnected to the Vine.)

TRANSITION: Say, “I love your projects! Remember, God sent Jesus to be our Vine! Aren’t you grateful
Jesus is the Vine?”

Say, “Who can tell me what time it is? [Wait for responses.] Great! It is time to say our memory verse! We
have focused on this verse for many weeks now, which means you probably know it! Can | hear you say it
together, loud and proud?”

CHALLENGE: If new children are present this week, don't emphasize the fact that most of the class knows
the verse. Instead, bring everyone together by playing one of the memorization games from the previous
weeks.

TRANSITION: Say, “Awesome job everyone with our memory verse! You guys really know your stuff. And
what a great verse to know! He is the great ‘I AM.”

Say, “God sent Jesus to be our Vine. He came so we can learn what it means to be connected to Him. This
week, do something new that will help you stay close to Jesus! For example, read your Bible; the book of
John is a great place to start. You could also sing to Him during the week; ask your parents to play worship
music while you do your chores or ride in the car. Finally, talk with Him; He’s available all the time. Let's
pray that the Holy Spirit will help us all stay connected to the true Vine, Jesus!”

SAMPLE PRAYER: “God, we are so grateful You desire to be connected with each of us. Help us stay close to
You! Encourage us to pray, read our Bible, and remind us that we can do nothing apart from You. Thank You for
Your grace and never-ending love. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

Do not forget to tell the children how much God loves them and wants a relationship with them. If they

remember nothing more than that one truth, you have given them a great gift. As you wait on parents to
arrive, ask the kids what God has taught them during this series. You may be surprised by the profound
ways the Lord is leading them!
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Puzzle Piece






The Vine Activity Page
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BIBLE PASSAGE
Revelation 1:8, 22:13 (ICB)

BIG IDEA
God sent Jesus to be the Alpha and Omega.

FOCUS VERSE
“Then God said to Moses, ‘| AM WHO | AM. When you go to the people of Israel,
tell them, “I AM sent me to you.”” Exodus 3:14 (ICB)

LESSON MATERIALS
| Puzzle Piece | Greek Alphabet Activity Page | Alpha and Omega Activity Page |
Markers or Crayons |

Connection questions to ask as the children arrive:
- What is something you want to learn about the Bible?
- Can you think of a time when you finished first in something? Have you ever finished last? Tell me
about those experiences.

Sing. Shout. Dance. Praise. Exalt. Shout. Twirl. Kneel. Bow. Sit. Jump. God is worthy of all of it! Let's
worship Him with every part of ourselves. He is worthy of it all.

Do not forget to pray FIRST and LAST! Let's show our kids that we need God from the beginning to the end.
We need God for everything!

SAMPLE PRAYER: “We love You, Jesus! Thank You for loving us more than we could ever love You. Forgive

us for the times we forget or do not want Your love. Now, please bless our time. We need You. In Jesus’ name!
Amen.”

MATERIALS: | Puzzle Piece |

BACKGROUND: Say, “This is the last lesson in our | Am series! | am sad it is almost over, but | am thrilled
that we will get a chance to learn from other parts of God's Word! Who can remember what we have



| AM: PART 2 - WEEK FOUR: ELEMENTARY PAGE 02

learned over the last seven weeks? [Use the puzzle pieces for review.] Great! We learned about the ‘I Am’
statements Jesus made while He lived on earth, and we can find those in the Gospels. Today, however, we
get to talk about an ‘l Am’ statement in the very last book of the Bible—Revelation—but first, who would
like to put up the last puzzle piece?” Have a child hang the puzzle piece.

TRANSITION: Say, “Get your minds, bodies, and hearts ready to play a game!”

Say, “Let’s play a game called Active Opposites! In this game, every command means the opposite. First, |
will explain how to play, and then we will try it!”

GAME GOAL: To respond to a command with an opposite action.

HOW TO PLAY:

- Explain that when you give a command, the kids should respond with an opposite movement. For
example, when you say “Walk forward,” they must walk backward. When you say “Hop,” they
should crawl. When you say “BIG,” they must get as little as possible.

- If you want to play elimination style, have the children sit out until the end of a round if they fail to
respond with an opposite action.

- Example commands: sit, stand, walk forward, walk backward, hop, crawl, get big, get little,
walk slow, walk fast, take a giant step, take a tiny step, wiggle, stand still, spin in a circle,
squat, etc.

- If you have extra time, create a list of more active commands and then play again.

TRANSITION: Say, “Wow! Those were a lot of opposites! You did a great job coming up with all of those

different actions. Are you wondering what our game, that’s all about opposites, has to do with our Bible
lesson? Let's find out!”

MATERIALS: | Greek Alphabet Activity Page (1 per class) |
Say, “This week we learn Jesus' final ‘| Am’ statement! After Jesus returned to heaven, He came to one

of His followers, John, in a vision [or a type of dream while awake] and revealed something special about
Himself. Are you ready to hear what Jesus told John?” Read Revelation 1:8 (ICB).

Now, read Revelation 22:13 (ICB).

Say, “God sent Jesus to be the Alpha and Omega. Jesus told his follower, John, that He is like the first
letter [Alpha] and the last letter [Omega] in the Greek alphabet. What? That seems a little strange.”
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Ask, “Why do you think Jesus called Himself the Alpha and Omega? [Wait for responses.] It may seem
odd that Jesus compared Himself to the first and last letter in the Greek alphabet, but He wasn't telling
John that He was like the alphabet. No! Instead, he told John that He was present in the beginning and
will always be present - to the end of our world and for all eternity. Jesus is the first and the last because
He is God! And God is eternal!

“The Bible tells us that Jesus was there in the VERY beginning of creation with God, the Father
[Colossians 1:17, 1 Corinthians 8:6]. He has always existed, does exist, and will always exist [John 1:1, 1
Thessalonians 4:17-18, Matthew 28:20]! Jesus was never created. He was with the Father and the Holy
Spirit before the world began because He is God. The fact that God, the Father, sent Jesus to Earth does
not mean that Jesus is any less God. He is equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit. They are three in
one. God is the only one who could ever be the Alpha and Omega, the First and Last, the Beginning and
End.”

TRANSITION: Say, “l am glad God sent Jesus to be the Alpha and Omega. | am also glad to know that if we
believe in Him, we will live forever with Him” (John 11:25-26).

Say, “Let’s talk about the ‘I Am’ statement: ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega.”

1. What did God send Jesus to be?
Response: God sent Jesus to be the Alpha and Omega.
2. When Jesus said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” was He saying that He is an alphabet? If not,
what was He saying?
Response: Jesus is not an alphabet. He is the first and the last. He was present at Creation
and will exist forever.
3. Was there anything in the universe before God?
Response: No, God has always existed. When Jesus said He is the “Alpha,” He did not mean
He had a beginning. Jesus meant He was present before time existed; in fact, He created
time. There has never been a moment when God and Jesus did not exist.
4. How do you feel about Jesus being the Alpha and Omega?
Response: Answers will vary.
5. Jesus adds in the phrase, “| am the All-Powerful,” in the middle of the 'l Am’ statements. What
does it mean to you that Jesus is “all-powerful”?
Response: Answers will vary.
6. What do we learn about Jesus in this teaching?
Response: Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, God sent Jesus to be the Alpha and Omega,
Jesus is the First and the Last, Jesus is God, Jesus is one with the Holy Spirit and the
Father, etc.
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TRANSITION: Say, “Remember, God sent Jesus to be the Alpha and Omega—our First and Last, Beginning
and End.”

MATERIALS: | Alpha and Omega Activity Page (1 per child) | Markers or Crayons |

Say, “What a great 'l Am’ statement! Now, we get to do an activity that will help us remember that Jesus
is the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. God sent Jesus to be the
Alpha and Omega, so we are making a craft to remind us of that truth! Let’s do it!”

INSTRUCTIONS:

- Give each child an Alpha and Omega Activity Page and markers or crayons.

- Instruct the kids to create their own timeline under the “My Timeline” section, starting with
when they were born until now. They can add when they started walking/talking, started school,
joined a group, went of vacation, got a pet, etc.

- After the majority of your class has completed their timeline ask these questions:

- What have we been talking about today in our lesson?
(Response: Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, etc.)
- How many of you put God (or Jesus) in your timeline?

- Now, instruct the kids to trace the letters “Jesus’ Timeline” and the dotted line underneath.

Explain that Jesus's timeline has no beginning and no end. He is eternal because Jesus is God.

TRANSITION: Say, “Look at everyone’s craft! These are fantastic! Make sure you use what you have
created to tell someone what you learned today.”

Say, “It is memory verse time! Yay! We have the opportunity to remember God's Word and store it in our
hearts! What a gift! Let's practice this verse one more time.”
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CHALLENGE: If your class is wondering why we memorize verses, point them to Psalm 119:11 [NIV] which
says, “I have hidden your word in my heart that | might not sin against you.” Then, share about a verse
God has brought back to your mind at a critical time.

Say, “God sent Jesus to be the Alpha and Omega. Jesus was present before time began, and He will be
there after it too. Do you think this is an important truth to know? Why? [Wait for responses.] Absolutely!
Do you know what else? Jesus has loved you even before you were born. How does that make you feel?
What an amazing God we serve!”

SAMPLE PRAYER: “God, we are so grateful that we get to serve You, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords! It
is hard to understand how You have always existed, but we believe Your Word, and we want to say that You
are amazing. You are the most wonderful God we can imagine! You are the only God! Thank You for being
so incredible! In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

If there is remaining group time, replay Active Opposites, finish the craft or pray for one another.
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Greek Alphabet and Symbols
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Greek Alphabet Activity Page
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